
The Enigmatic and Inspiring Rabbis of Reb
Elimelekh of Lizhensk and Reb Zusha of
Anipoli
In the annals of Hasidic history, the names Reb Elimelekh of Lizhensk and
Reb Zusha of Anipoli shine brightly as beacons of spiritual wisdom and
enigmatic teachings. These two masters, who lived in the 18th century
Eastern Europe, left an enduring legacy that continues to inspire and
provoke thought among seekers of spiritual truth.

In this comprehensive article, we will delve into the lives, teachings, and
anecdotes of these enigmatic rabbis. We will explore their profound impact
on the Jewish world and the lasting contributions they made to Hasidic
thought and practice.
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Reb Elimelekh of Lizhensk (1717-1787) was one of the most influential
Hasidic masters of his time. Known for his profound teachings on the
importance of devekut (cleaving to God),he emphasized the need for a
personal and intimate relationship with the divine.

Teachings

Reb Elimelekh's teachings focused on the following key principles:

The importance of devekut: He believed that the ultimate goal of
spiritual life is to cleave to God and experience an unwavering
connection with the divine presence.

The power of faith: He taught that faith is essential for achieving
spiritual growth and that even in times of adversity, one should never
lose hope in God's goodness.

The need for humility: He emphasized the importance of humility and
self-effacement, believing that true spirituality is rooted in a recognition
of one's own insignificance before God.

Anecdotes

Many anecdotes illustrate Reb Elimelekh's enigmatic and inspiring
teachings:

1. Once, a student asked Reb Elimelekh for advice on how to achieve
devekut. He replied, "Imagine that you are standing in a dark room and
you can see nothing. Suddenly, a candle is lit and the room is filled
with light. This is what devekut is like—it is a sudden, illuminating
connection with God."



2. On another occasion, Reb Elimelekh was asked why he always
seemed so happy. He answered, "Because I have no desires. When
you have no desires, you are free from worry and anxiety, and you can
experience true joy."

3. Once, a group of his students were discussing the nature of God. Reb
Elimelekh interrupted them, saying, "Why are you arguing about
something you cannot understand? God is beyond our
comprehension. All we can do is love and serve Him."

Reb Zusha of Anipoli

Reb Zusha of Anipoli (1718-1800) was another renowned Hasidic master,
known for his eccentric behavior and his profound insights into the nature
of the human soul.

Teachings

Reb Zusha's teachings emphasized the following principles:

The importance of joy: He believed that joy is an essential aspect of
spiritual life and that it is possible to find joy even in the most difficult of
circumstances.

The need for self-acceptance: He taught that we should accept
ourselves as we are, with all our flaws and limitations, and that we
should not compare ourselves to others.

The power of imagination: He believed that imagination is a powerful
tool that can be used to connect with God and to experience the
wonders of the world.

Anecdotes



Many anecdotes illustrate Reb Zusha's enigmatic and inspiring teachings:

1. Once, Reb Zusha was asked why he was always dancing. He replied,
"Because I am so happy to be alive! Every day is a gift from God, and I
want to celebrate it."

2. On another occasion, Reb Zusha was asked why he was always
laughing. He answered, "Because I am so grateful for everything I
have. Even the smallest things bring me joy."

3. Once, Reb Zusha was walking through a forest when he came across
a group of children playing. He joined in their game and played with
them for hours. When someone asked him why he was playing with
children, he replied, "Because they are the closest things to angels on
earth."

Their Enduring Legacy

Reb Elimelekh of Lizhensk and Reb Zusha of Anipoli left an enduring
legacy that continues to inspire and provoke thought among seekers of
spiritual truth. Their teachings on the importance of devekut, faith, humility,
joy, self-acceptance, and the power of imagination have become
foundational principles of Hasidic thought and practice.

Through their enigmatic teachings and inspiring anecdotes, these two
masters remind us that the spiritual journey is not always easy but that it is
always possible to find joy, meaning, and connection with the divine.



Painting of Reb Elimelekh of Lizhensk (left) and Reb Zusha of Anipoli (right)

The lives and teachings of Reb Elimelekh of Lizhensk and Reb Zusha of
Anipoli offer a rich tapestry of wisdom and inspiration for seekers of
spiritual truth. Their enigmatic teachings, profound insights, and inspiring
anecdotes continue to resonate with people from all walks of life.
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Whether you are a practicing Hasid or simply someone who is interested in
the nature of the human soul, I encourage you to explore the lives and
teachings of these two remarkable masters. Their wisdom will inspire you,
challenge you, and ultimately bring you closer to the divine.
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