The Destruction Of Wildlife For Traditional
Chinese Medicine

Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM),a centuries-old healing system, has
gained immense popularity in recent years. However, its reliance on wildlife
ingredients has sparked a devastating environmental crisis, threatening the
very species it claims to heal.

The Alarming Scale of TCM's Wildlife Consumption

TCM utilizes a wide array of animal parts, including tiger bones, rhino
horns, elephant ivory, and bear bile. The demand for these ingredients has
reached alarming levels:
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=  Approximately 100 tigers are poached every year for their bones.

= Around 200 rhinos are killed annually for their horns.

= Thousands of pangolins, the world's most trafficked mammal, are
illegally traded for their scales.
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The Devastating Impact on Wildlife Populations
The relentless exploitation of wildlife for TCM has pushed numerous
species to the brink of extinction.:

= Tiger populations have declined by 95% in the past century.

= African elephant numbers have plummeted by 60% since the 1970s.

= Asian rhino populations are critically endangered, with fewer than 100
individuals remaining.

The Misguided Beliefs Behind TCM's Wildlife Ingredients

Proponents of TCM often claim that wildlife ingredients possess unique

medicinal properties. However, scientific evidence refutes these assertions.
For instance:

= Tiger bone is not a potent pain reliever and can be replaced with
synthetic alternatives.

= Rhino horns are composed of keratin and have no medicinal value.

= Pangolin scales contain the same substances as human fingernails.

The Need for Urgent Action
The ongoing destruction of wildlife for TCM is a global emergency that
demands immediate action:

= Enforce strict wildlife trade regulations and prosecute traffickers.

= Promote evidence-based medicine and educate the public about the
lack of efficacy of TCM wildlife ingredients.



= Support alternative sources of income for communities that rely on
wildlife trade.

The destruction of wildlife for TCM is an abhorrent practice that threatens
the very fabric of global biodiversity. By dispelling the misinformation
surrounding its ingredients and demanding accountability from TCM
practitioners and consumers, we can chart a path towards a future where
both humans and wildlife thrive.

Let us raise our voices and be the guardians of our planet's precious
creatures.
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What Our Lungs Teach Us About Our Origins,
Ourselves, and Our Future

Our lungs, the unseen heroes of our existence, hold a treasure trove of
profound knowledge that can guide us towards a deeper understanding
of who we are and where we are...
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Food Additives and Human Health: Unlocking
the Secrets Behind Our Food

In the modern era, food additives have become an integral part of our
food system. They have enabled the mass production, preservation, and
enhancement...
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