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The concept of apostolic succession has been a subject of debate and
discussion within Christianity for centuries. It is a doctrine that claims that
the bishops of the Christian church are the successors of the apostles, and
that they alone have the authority to ordain new ministers and bishops.
This doctrine has significant implications for the structure and authority of
the church, and it has been a source of controversy and division among
different Christian denominations.

In this article, we will explore the biblical basis for apostolic succession. We
will examine the historical development of this doctrine, and we will
consider the theological and practical implications of it. Our goal is to
provide you with a comprehensive understanding of apostolic succession
so that you can make an informed decision about its validity.
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The Biblical Basis for Apostolic Succession

The proponents of apostolic succession argue that it is based on the
teachings of the New Testament. They point to passages such as Acts 1:8,
where Jesus tells his disciples that they will be his witnesses "to the ends of
the earth." They also cite Ephesians 4:11-12, where Paul writes that Christ
gave some apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors
and teachers "to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for the building up
of the body of Christ." These passages, they argue, show that the apostles
were given a special authority to lead and teach the church, and that this
authority was passed on to their successors.

However, there are other scholars who argue that the New Testament does
not explicitly teach apostolic succession. They point out that the terms
"apostle" and "bishop" are used interchangeably in the New Testament,
and that there is no clear distinction between the two offices. They also
argue that the apostles were not always ordained by other apostles, and
that they did not always ordain other ministers. These scholars argue that
apostolic succession is a later development in church history, and that it is
not based on the teachings of the New Testament.

The Historical Development of Apostolic Succession

The doctrine of apostolic succession developed gradually over the first few
centuries of church history. In the early church, there was no formal
distinction between apostles, bishops, and elders. However, as the church
grew and became more organized, the role of the bishop became more
prominent. By the end of the second century, the bishop was the
recognized leader of the local church, and he had the authority to ordain
new ministers.



The doctrine of apostolic succession was first formally articulated by
Irenaeus in the late second century. Irenaeus argued that the bishops of
the church were the successors of the apostles, and that they alone had
the authority to ordain new ministers. This doctrine was further developed
by Tertullian and Cyprian in the third century. By the fourth century,
apostolic succession had become the accepted doctrine of the Catholic
Church.

The Theological Implications of Apostolic Succession

The doctrine of apostolic succession has significant theological
implications. It implies that the church is a hierarchical institution, with the
bishops at the top of the hierarchy. It also implies that the bishops are the
sole guardians of the apostolic tradition, and that they alone have the
authority to teach and interpret the Scriptures.

The doctrine of apostolic succession has been criticized by some
theologians. They argue that it is unbiblical, and that it gives too much
power to the bishops. They also argue that it can lead to a closed and elitist
church.

The Practical Implications of Apostolic Succession

The doctrine of apostolic succession has practical implications for the
church. It determines who can be ordained as a minister, and it also
determines who has the authority to lead the church. In churches that
adhere to apostolic succession, only bishops can ordain new ministers, and
only bishops can serve as the leaders of the church.

The doctrine of apostolic succession has also been used to justify the
separation of the Eastern Orthodox Church from the Western Catholic



Church. The Eastern Orthodox Church believes that the Western Catholic
Church broke away from the true apostolic succession when it added the
filioque clause to the Nicene Creed in the eleventh century. The Eastern
Orthodox Church believes that the filioque clause is a heretical addition to
the Creed, and that it has led the Western Catholic Church astray from the
true faith.

The doctrine of apostolic succession is a complex and controversial issue.
There are strong arguments both for and against it. Ultimately, it is up to
each individual Christian to decide whether or not they believe in apostolic
succession. However, it is important to be aware of the biblical, historical,
theological, and practical implications of this doctrine before making a
decision.

If you are interested in learning more about apostolic succession, there are
a number of resources available. You can find books, articles, and websites
that discuss the topic in more detail. You can also talk to your pastor or
other church leaders about their views on apostolic succession.

We hope that this article has been helpful in providing you with a better
understanding of apostolic succession. We encourage you to continue to
learn more about this important topic so that you can make an informed
decision about its validity.
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